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One With the Ocean

Nuliajuk, or Sedna, is one of many legends from our Inuit culture. Nuliajuk, our
sea goddess, was an Inuk woman who was thrown into the sea after she refused
to marry. She is the key to how our sea mammals came to form and live. She is
at the forefront of our connection with the salt waters. I had painted her portrait
with the inspiration of the connection and respect we have for our waters, and
the mammals that live in it, in mind. Inuit depend on the ocean to hunt and
travel whether it be summer or winter.

Over the years of painting in my spare time, | have naturally gravitated
towards portraits of women with traditional Inuit tattoos, as seen in this portrait.
[ wanted to show her beauty through my eyes and humanize her to give the
audience some perspective on what she would have looked like. With my art,
I choose to show the beauty of our culture, as I am passionate about educating
others about my Inuit traditions and history; art is a good way for storytelling.

[ grew up fishing with my dad with his gill nets by our cabin near the shore
(Hudson’s Bay) every summer. There were some amazing opportunities to see
seals and beluga whales from our cabin down at the shore, which was pretty
cool as I had only seen them on the dinner table or on the cardboard tables at
feasts. It gave me a newfound appreciation for our hunters and our connection
to the sea and its mammals.

This project allowed me to reflect on our history and traditions around the
ocean and sea ice. It also brought back many memories, whether it was being
back at home or out on expeditions with Students on Ice where I worked from
2018 to 2020. I hope that future generations of Inuit are able to have similar
experiences and appreciate our history, culture, connection to the ocean, and
the food it has to offer.
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