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Cover Photos: Paper Bags, 2007 (152 cm X 203 cm), by Chris Jordan. Depicts 1.14 million
brown paper supermarket bags, the number used in the US every hour. From Running the
Numbers An American Self Portrait 2006-2009, http://chrisjordon.com.
Used by permission from the artist.

I’m pleased to have you use the Paper Bags images on the journal cover... I sit here right before
going and giving a talk to a packed auditorium of very conservative people. I am in the most
outrageous hotel room I have ever seen. My suite is at least 2500 square feet, with a giant
living room that has a grand piano, and a huge chef’s kitchen, two bathrooms (which one
should I use??), a dining room with a giant round table for about eight, and a bedroom suite
that’s bigger than my whole house. If they only knew what a funky little house I am
accustomed to! Yaaaahhh! I don’t know whether to bathe my soul in the luxury of it, or be
sick to my stomach. So I’ll do a little bit of both. That’s the conundrum, isn’t it? Now that we
KNOW about the havoc we’re causing in the world, how do we change and let go of all of
this stuff, when it all seems so damn NICE?

From an email by Chris Jordan
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